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òTapeBuddy is one fantastic tool. It took me about 10 hours to 
completely tape a 1200 square foot house from start to finish and 
included cleanup. I would highly recommend this tool to everyone. "

~ Testimonial: Mike, Kansas City, Kansas

http://www.tapebuddy.net/
mailto:BuddyTools@BuddyToolsLLC.com


ñDrywall is one of the most forgiving building materials in 
the construction industry yet

taping drywall is one of the most dreaded
and feared tasks.ò

Taping Drywall is Easy
with the Right Tools.

So do it right the first time
and not over!

CHECK OUT MORE RIGHT TOOLS

BY BUDDY TOOLS LLC BELOW.
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ñNEARLY EVERY HOUSE

CONSTRUCTED OR

RENOVATED IN THE

PAST 40 YEARS HAS

INCORPORATED

GYPSUM BOARD.ò
WWW.DRYWALLFACTS.COM

òHappy is the man who finds wisdom,
And the man who gains understanding.ó Proverbs 3:13 

http://www.drywallfacts.com/


} Check all drywall sheets to make sure 
they are properly attached and that all 
the fasteners are below the surface.

} Make sure floors are free of all debris 
and clean.
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TAPEBUDDY
HELPSYOU ACHIEVE

A PROFESSIONAL

LOOK ON A DIY BUDGET!

} Gaps over 3/16" or 
break outs should be 
pre - filled with setting -
type joint compound 
(mud) for less 
shrinkage. Make sure 
this compound does 
not come above the 
drywall surface.

} Suggested order for applying drywall 
tape to the seams: edge seams, butt 
joints then inside ceiling and wall 
corners.

òThe fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of wisdom; A good 
understanding have all those who 
do His commandments. His praise 
endures forever.ó
Psalm 111:10 



} Paper: Applies with TapeBuddy tools

Á Strongest seaming product

Á Least expensive

Á Flatter finished surface when applied 
correctly.

Á Embedding pushes compound between 
sheets for better strength and reduced 
movement.

Á Super Easy to apply with TapeBuddy® tools

} FibaFuse®: Applies with TapeBuddy tools

Á Fiberglass tape (not mesh tape)

Á Drywall mud goes completely through tape

Á Needs more build up to cover tape

Á Higher material cost per foot than paper 

Á Sanding exposes glass tape fibers

Á Fibers can enter skin

} Mesh: 

Á Mesh is applied over seams before mud

Á Must use setting type compounds

Á Mesh is not recommended for use in corners

Á Needs more compound build up

Á Cracks are visible through mesh tape

Á Sanding can exposes tape fibers

Á More expensive per foot than paper
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TAPEBUDDY® GIVESYOU A SMOOTH

EVENTAPE APPLICATION

FOR A PREFECTSEAM.

$7 / 250ô

$2.50 / 250ô

$7 / 300ô

òWisdom abides in the mind 
of a man of understanding.ó

Proverbs 14:33 
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TAPING DRYWALL IS SUPEREASY
WITH THE RIGHT TOOLS.

12ò mud pan serves for 

the entire finishing task

These mixers 

need a large 

slow drill

5ò joint knives 

work really well

for taping.

And your own 

TapeBuddy® tool

Something to 

stand on
Bucket lid 

remover

Cleaning brush

òA wise man will hear and increase learning, and a man 
of understanding will attain wise counsel.ó Proverbs 1:5 

Bucket Scoop

Mark N Guard.

MixIt tools work 

with cordless drill



} Why do blisters appear under the tape?
Á Blisters or bubbles are caused when tape is embedded 
onto seams that donõt have enough compound or has 
compound with low moisture. 

Á Applying dry tape over compound without the correct 
moisture creates long term problems. Tape will blister 
or not adhere correctly and long term may begin to curl 
up on the edges. This could take a few years to show.

ÁWhy does this happen? When applying compound first to 
the seam the drywall pulls the moisture from the 
compound and the air dries the surface. When the tape 
is finally embedded, the compound is too dry to adhere 
to the tape.

} Does wetting the paper first help?
Á No. This actually causes the paper to not adhere 

properly.  Why? The water on the tape isolates the paper 
from the òglueó in the compound.

} What is the key to having paper stick?
Á The compound must have the correct amount of 

moisture for the paper to adhere properly.
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TAPEBUDDY TOOLS

APPLIESMORE COMPOUND

TO THE TAPE CENTER!!!

Solution for a ñNo Blister Seamò

Applying the prepared compound 

directly to the tape and the tape to 

the seam is the key! You can see 

the tape is coated correctly without 

dry spots. The tape will have the 

moisture it needs to stick

forever without blisters.

òHappy is the man who finds 
wisdom and the man who gains 
understanding.ó Proverbs 3:13



Step 1: Tools Setup

} Remove bridge insert from the front of the tool 
by clipping the tabs. Smooth any rough edges.

Ɓ Reversing this insert allows for 2 controlled 
mud thicknesses applied to the tape. 
Determine what mud thickness you need.

} Insert the bridge into the slides wording down, 
align and snap into place.

Step 2: Loading the tool

} Feed drywall tape from the tape holder 
compartment into the mud compartment 
center crease up and out through the mudded 
tape gate.

} You can use either 250' or 500' rolls of paper 
tape.

Step 3: Prepare the òAll Purpose Compoundó

} Use only "All Purpose Joint Compound" for 
applying paper drywall tape to joints. This 
compound has the necessary glue for the 
paper to sick and dries very hard. See page 14

} Premix All Purpose Compound by adding 
approximately one to two cups of water for 
each gallon of compound to form a creamy 
consistency. Mix well .

} With the drywall tape already
passed through the mud
compartment, fill the
compartment with the
mixed compound.
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LESSWASTED COMPOUND,
LESSMESS& LESSSANDING!

òThe LORD by 
wisdom founded

the earth;
By understanding

He established
the heavens.ó
Proverbs 3:19 



Step 4: Pulling coated tape
} With one hand on the tool, pull 

the tape straight out with the 
other hand to the desired length 
needed and hold upwards.

} Cut the mudded tape by 
inserting the drywall joint knife 
corner into the center of the 
tape about one inch from the 
end of the out - feed table.

} Make sure you leave enough 
tape for pulling the next piece.

Step 5: Appling the tape
} Apply tape to the joint with the 

mudded side towards the 
drywall.

} Use a 5 to 6 inch joint knife to 
firmly embed the tape into the 
seam.

} Be careful to not squeeze out 
too much mud.

} Smooth the tape area and let it 
dry. Continue with topcoats 
until finished.

} Clean- up tools with a brush and 
water then wipe dry.
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EASYCLEAN- UPòWisdom abides in 
the mind of a man 
of understanding.ó
Proverbs 14:33

www.BuddyToolsLLC.com BuddyTools@BuddyToolsLLC.com

http://www.buddytoolsllc.com/
mailto:BuddyTools@BuddyToolsLLC.com


How do I know which end of the insert to use?

} Each end of the insert has a different 
thickness. By reversing this insert, you can 
change the amount of mud being applied to 
the tape.

Should I use pre - mixed or setting type compound 
to tape drywall?

} Pre- mixed all purpose compound naturally 
dries and shrinks or draws the embedded tape 
flatter to the surface. 

} Setting type compounds donõt shrink and keep 
your tape farther from the drywall surface.

} We only recommend using setting type 
compounds when you need to hurry the 
process.

How much tape should I pull out at a time?

} Estimate the length of tape needed then pull 
out that approximate length. Around fiveõ or 
your arms span is the easiest to work with.

} Cut the coated tape, place the mudded side on 
the seam and embed.

} Position one end of the tape and embed it with 
your joint knife continuing to the end. Position 
your joint knife where you want the tape to 
stop and tear off the excess tape. The next 
piece can be butted end to end or overlaped .
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CHOICE OF TWO CONTROLLED

COMPOUND THICKNESSES

òSo teach us to 
number our days, 
That we may gain a 
heart of wisdom.ó
Psalm 90:12 www.BuddyToolsLLC.com

BuddyTools@BuddyToolsLLC.com


